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Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834–92) was the most famous Baptist 
minister of his generation. For such a significant figure, he has re-
ceived surprisingly little scholarly coverage. This present work 
seeks to make a contribution to Spurgeon studies by examining 
him through the lens of his ‘spirituality’. A wealth of primary ma-
terial, much of it previously untapped, is used to build up a picture 
of Spurgeon’s spiritual life. Whereas older and more recent inter-
pretations of Spurgeon have a tendency to be one-dimensional, 
examination of his spirituality reveals him to be a complex figure, 
one who was moulded by a diverse range of factors. Despite this 
complexity, a unifying theme for Spurgeon’s spirituality is traced 
and fresh light is shed on the foremost popular preacher of the Vic-
torian age. 
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‘Charles Haddon Spurgeon was the greatest of Victorian preachers. His attitude towards issues in the spiritual life, never be-

fore examined at book length, has now been thoroughly analysed by Peter Morden. In a carefully structured study of great 

clarity, the author shows that Spurgeon’s concerns, though multifaceted and diverse in origin, can be summed up as 

“communion with Christ and his people”.’ 

David Bebbington, Professor of History, University of Stirling 

  

‘With brilliant insight and thoughtful sensitivity, Peter Morden bids us to the Lord’s table of Charles Haddon Spurgeon, to 

which both the depth and essence of his spirituality are bound. Exploring the man behind the legend with finely nuanced ar-

gument, Morden reveals the influences that molded his character, life, faith, and ministry. Compellingly written and wel-

come, This is at the same time fresh, vivid, challenging, and inspirational.’  

Karen O’Dell Bullock, Professor of Christian Heritage, B.H. Carroll Theological Institute, Arlington, Texas 

 

‘Morden is one of the premier historians of the English Baptist tradition. This study proceeds with characteristic precision—

and offers some startling conclusions. This is the most important work on Spurgeon to be published in several decades.’ 

Crawford Gribben, Long Room Hub Senior Lecturer in Early Modern Print Culture, School of English, Trinity College 

Dublin 

 

‘Peter Morden has undertaken a thorough and creative exploration of C.H. Spurgeon’s spirituality, arguing convincingly from 

primary sources that this dimension is crucial to an understanding of the great preacher’s life and ministry. Much has been 

written about Spurgeon, and this book challenges many of the perspectives previously offered. In my view this is the most 

significant study of Spurgeon ever produced.’ 

Ian M. Randall, Director of Research, Spurgeon’s College, and Senior Research Fellow, International Baptist Theological 

Seminary, Prague  


